24         MEMOIRS  OF NAPOLEON BONAPARTE.
Albitte, you do not know me ; but you have received proof of no fact against me; you have not heard me, and you know how artfully the tongue of calumny sometimes works.
Must I then be confounded with the enemies of my country ? and ought the patriots inconsiderately to sacrifice a general who has not been useless to the Republic ? Ought the representatives to reduce the Government' to the necessity of being unjust and impolitic ?
Hear me; destroy the oppression that overwhelms me, and restore me to the esteem of the patriots.
An hour after, if my enemies wish for my life, let them take it. I have often given proofs how little I value it. Nothing but the thought that I may yet be useful to my country makes me bear the burden of existence with courage.
It appears that this defence, which is remarkable for its energetic simplicity, produced an effect 011 Albitte and Sali-cetti. Inquiries more accurate, and probably more favorable to the General, were instituted; and on the 3d Fructidor (20th August, 1794) the representatives of the people drew up a decree stating that, after a careful examination of General Bonaparte's papers, and of the orders he had received relative to his mission to Genoa, they saw nothing to justify any suspicion of his conduct; and that, moreover, taking into consideration the advantage that might accrue to the Republic from the military talents of the said General Bonaparte, it was resolved that he should be provisionally set at liberty.1
Salcetti afterwards became the friend and confidant of yoizng Bonaparte ; but their intimacy did not continue after his elevation.
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